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Art Expert Philanthropist Supporting Our Scientists

Can you detail some of your volunteer 
experiences at Centenary?
After helping out with the art auction, I was 
invited to join the Centenary Institute as a 
Foundation Committee member. It’s a volunteer 
role tasked with widening the visibility of the 
Institute and deepening relationships to help 
drive philanthropic support. In recent years, I’ve 
judged the Scientific Image Prize competition 
where the scientists enter their favourite 
microscopic image from their research. I’ve 
also participated on the Centenary’s Consumer 
Review Panel which is where lay people give 
feedback on research funding proposals to 
ensure that the proposals are relevant to the 
community. I’m always happy to help out 
wherever I’m able. 

You are a regular donor - meaning you’ve made 
a monthly commitment to support Centenary.  
Can you share more about that? Why do you see 
that as important?
It’s incredibly important to me to be able to give 
back to society if you can. I’ve made the decision 
to donate funds to a few causes that are close 
to my heart. Being a lover of contemporary art 
I like to support great institutions such as the 
Art Gallery of NSW and the Biennale of Sydney. 
I also support a women’s shelter. Committing 
regularly to Centenary is particularly important 
to me as medical research ultimately benefits us 
all–breakthroughs can literally save and improve 
lives on an unimaginable scale. It’s become even 
more apparent to me during these pandemic 
times just how much we need to be supporting 
our scientists and research institutions!    

What motivates you to stay involved?
Supporting research that looks to improve 
human health is motivation enough. But 
also importantly, I’ve always felt a part of the 
‘Centenary family’. From the very start I’ve 
been made to feel a part of the wider Institute 
community. You’re not just a volunteer, you’re 
brought into the fold. You get updates on the vital 
research being done as well as information on 
exciting new breakthroughs and I always enjoy 
immensely the scientist talks. Medical research 

is fascinating and affects us all. I’ve gained a lot 
from being involved with Centenary.

In your opinion, what is the most important work 
that Centenary does?
All of the medical research being done at 
Centenary is absolutely critical – from cancer 
to diabetes to sudden cardiac death and 
Alzheimer’s. I can’t really pick one out as being 
the most important. I do find however that 
the Institute’s focus on inflammation to be 
particularly intriguing. Inflammation is being 
found to play crucial roles in the development 
of most major diseases. If the researchers can 
better understand inflammation, they may be 
able to develop a whole new range of cures for 
some of the deadliest diseases on the planet. It’s 
an incredibly exciting area of focus.

How would you advise someone thinking about 
making their first gift to Centenary?
Just do it, make a difference and be open to 
being involved. If you have a specific interest 
in a particular area of medical research, make 
yourself known to Ivan Shin, the Institute’s 
Director of Development and Philanthropy. He 
would be pleased to take you behind the scenes, 
where you can chat with the researchers about 
their developments and where they need specific 
funding. Don’t be nervous about becoming 
involved. Ask questions. The team at Centenary 
love it when people are asking questions. At the 
end of the day, that’s what medical research is all 
about. Asking the right questions to find the right 
answers to fight disease. 

What do you hope Centenary will achieve in the 
near future? In the long term?
I would like Centenary to be the place that 
Sydneysiders and Australians in general choose 
to invest to support innovative and important 
medical research. And of course tied into this, 
to see even more amazing breakthroughs 
helping prevent, treat, and ultimately end cancer, 
cardiovascular disease, and a whole range of 
other chronic diseases.

Annette Larkin is Director and owner of Annette 
Larkin Fine Art, a role in which she manages 
major corporate collections and works closely 
with private collectors and museums of 
significant Australian and International art. 

She is also a loyal supporter of the Centenary 
Institute, a regular financial contributor and puts 
time aside in her busy life to provide service as  
a volunteer. 

We chatted with Annette to find out why she’s 
so committed to supporting Centenary, her 
motivations and what she hopes to achieve 
through her giving.

When did you first get involved with Centenary?
It was through chatting with Centenary’s 
Executive Director, Professor Mathew Vadas 
back in 2010. An art enthusiast, Mathew was a 
regular visitor to my gallery in Sydney. One day 
he mentioned that the Centenary was putting 

together an art auction for an upcoming dinner. 
He asked if I’d be able to help out so I said yes. I 
ended up presenting the art works at the dinner 
and talking about the artists and what inspired 
them. I really enjoyed the evening and so my 
association with Centenary began. 

What was your first impression of Centenary?
That it was an extremely professional 
organisation, full of fascinating scientists doing 
incredibly exciting work. I was fortunate to go 
on a laboratory tour where I could talk with 
the researchers about the disease areas that 
they were working on. Many of the scientists 
had dedicated their lives to understanding and 
overcoming a specific disease or disorder. I 
began to understand just how complex and 
complicated disease can be and also how 
difficult it is to make that ‘breakthrough’ that will 
lead to a new cure or treatment.

Philanthropist 
Annette Larkin 
began her 
association with 
Centenary in 2010.


